


“BE THERE, WILL BE WILD!”

On December 14, 2020, electors around the country met to cast their
Electoral College votes. Their vote ensured former Vice President Joe
Biden's victory and cemented President Donald J. Trump's defeat. The
people, and the States, had spoken. Members of President Trump’s own
Cabinet knew the election was over. Attorney General William Barr viewed it
as “the end of the matter.” 1 Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Secretary
of Labor Eugene Scalia concurred.2 That same day, Scalia told President
Trump directly that he should concede defeat.3

President Trump had no intention of conceding. As he plotted ways to
stay in power, the President summoned a mob for help.

At 1:42 a.m., on December 19th, President Trump tweeted: “Big protest
in D.C. on January 6th. Be there, will be wild!” 4

The President’s tweet galvanized tens of thousands of his supporters
around the country. President Trump had been lying to them since election
day, claiming he won, and that the Democrats had stolen victory from him.
Now, with a single tweet, the President focused his supporters’ anger on
the joint session of Congress in Washington, DC on January 6th.

Anika Navaroli, the longest-tenured member of Twitter’s Trust and
Safety Policy team, monitored the reaction to President Trump’s “be wild”
tweet. She told the Select Committee that the President was “essentially
staking a flag in DC . . . for his supporters to come and rally.” 5 The tweet
created a “fire hose” of calls to overthrow the U.S. Government. President
Trump’s supporters had a new sense of urgency because they felt “as if
their Commander in Chief” had summoned them.6

For many extremists and conspiracy theorists, the President’s
announcement was a call to arms.7

For the Proud Boys—described in more detail below—and their leader,
Henry “Enrique” Tarrio, President Trump’s tweet set in motion a chain of
events that led directly to the attack on the U.S. Capitol. In the days that
followed, the Proud Boys reorganized their hierarchy, imposed a stricter
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chain-of-command, and instructed followers to go “incognito” on January
6th.8 The Proud Boys had made their presence known at previous pro-
Trump events, including “Stop the Steal” rallies, where they brandished
their black and yellow apparel and engaged in street brawls.9 Suddenly, they
did not want to stand out from the crowd. They wanted to blend in. They
were planning something big.10

Tarrio allegedly used encrypted messages to plot the January 6, 2021,
attack. On January 4, 2021, Tarrio told his men that they should “storm the
Capitol.” 11 While the attack was underway, Tarrio claimed credit in a pri-
vate chat, writing: “We did this.” 12 And on the evening of January 6th,
Tarrio released a video of a man, presumably Tarrio himself, dressed in an
odd costume standing in front of the U.S. Capitol. The eerie production had
been recorded prior to the events of that day. Tarrio—who was not in
Washington, DC on January 6th13—titled it, “Premonition.” 14

The Oath Keepers, a far-right, anti-government militia movement—
also described in more detail below—began planning for January 6th after
the President’s tweet as well. Stewart Rhodes, the group’s leader, had agi-
tated against the U.S. Government for years.15 Immediately following the
2020 presidential election, Rhodes and others schemed to stop the peaceful

Tarrio’s video appears on a screen during a Select Committee hearing on June 09, 2022.
Photo by Drew Angerer/Getty Images
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transfer of power. They stored weapons outside of Washington, DC,16 hop-
ing that President Trump would deputize them as his own militia.17 An Oath
Keeper leader, Kelly Meggs, read President Trump’s December 19th tweet
and commented in a Facebook message: “He called us all to the Capitol and
wants us to make it wild!!! Sir Yes Sir!!!” 18 The Oath Keepers formed two
military “stacks” and marched up the steps of the U.S. Capitol on January
6th. Meggs led one of them.19

Members of both the Proud Boys and Oath Keepers have been charged
with “seditious conspiracy” and other serious crimes, including conspiracy
to interfere with a Federal proceeding; some, including Stewart Rhodes,
have been convicted.20 U.S. law defines seditious conspiracy as plotting “to
overthrow,” or “to oppose by force,” or to use “force to prevent, hinder, or
delay the execution of any law of the United States.” 21 Some of the two
groups’ members have already admitted that this is what they intended to
do.22

Other extremists and conspiracy theorists mobilized after President
Trump’s tweet as well. These movements are described in more detail in
subsequent sections. Three Percenter militias—another far-right, anti-
government movement—shared “#OccupyCongress” memes23 and planned
for violence at the U.S. Capitol.24 Nick Fuentes, leader of the white national-
ist “Groypers,” rallied his followers for January 6th.25 Fuentes bragged
afterwards that the “Capitol siege was fucking awesome.” 26 Users on
TheDonald.win, a website populated by some of President Trump’s most
ardent fans, openly discussed surrounding and occupying the U.S. Capitol.27

Adherents of QAnon, a bizarre and dangerous conspiracy cult, believed
January 6th would bring the prophesied “Storm”—a violent purge of
Democrats and government officials promised by the mysterious online
personality known only as “Q.” 28 QAnon’s devotees flocked to Washington,
DC because of the President’s tweet and subsequent rhetoric. They shared a
digital banner, “Operation Occupy the Capitol,” which depicted the U.S.
Capitol being torn in two.29

One especially notorious conspiracy theorist, Alex Jones, repeatedly told
his InfoWars’ viewers that January 6th would be a day of reckoning.30 Jones
is known for his outlandish conspiracy-mongering, including his baseless
claim that the massacre of school children at Sandy Hook Elementary
School was really a “false flag” operation staged by the U.S. Government. Of
course, his vicious lie was disproven in court, but Jones is obsessed with
“deep state” conspiracy theories and often propagates them.31 After the
2020 presidential election, Jones argued that President Trump should use
the power of the Government to impose martial law on American citizens.32

Along with his InfoWars co-hosts, Jones amplified President Trump’s “Big
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Lie” and relentlessly promoted President Trump’s “wild” protest. One of
Jones’ co-hosts floated the idea of “storming right into the Capitol.” 33

Jones himself marched to the Capitol January 6th.34

Jones’s influence helped shape the planning for January 6th behind the
scenes as well. The Select Committee investigated how event organizers and
the White House staff planned President Trump’s rally at the Ellipse, a park
south of the White House. This event was intended to rile up the President’s
supporters just prior to the joint session of Congress. A wealthy heiress paid
for the event after listening to Jones’ InfoWars rant about the importance of
President Trump’s tweet. She spent $3 million with the goal to “get as
many people there as possible.” 35 It worked—Americans who believed the
election was stolen flocked to the Nation’s capital.

By January 5th, President Trump’s supporters—a large, angry crowd
ready for instructions—had assembled in Washington. That evening, he
could hear his raucous supporters at a rally not far from the White House.
The President knew his supporters were “angry,” 36 and he planned to call
on them to march on the U.S. Capitol.37 He even wanted to join them on the
march.38 It was all part of President Trump’s plan to intimidate officials
and obstruct the joint session of Congress.

“We fight like hell,” President Trump told the crowd assembled at the
Ellipse on January 6, 2021. “And if you don’t fight like hell, you’re not going
to have a country anymore.” 39 Some of those in attendance, as well as else-
where in Washington that day, were already prepared to fight. They had
begun preparing two and a half weeks earlier—when President Trump told
them it would “be wild!”

6.1 HOW FAR-RIGHT EXTREMISTS AND CONSPIRACY THEORISTS PLANNED FOR
JANUARY 6TH

THE “STOP THE STEAL” COALITION
President Trump’s “be wild” tweet immediately mobilized extremists and
conspiracy theorists in the “Stop the Steal” coalition. The phrase “Stop the
Steal” was originally coined in early 2016 by President Trump’s longtime
political advisor, Roger Stone.40 At the time, Stone alleged first that Candi-
date Trump’s Republican rivals were attempting to steal Candidate Trump’s
nomination.41 After Trump became the nominee, Stone repurposed the say-
ing to claim that former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton would steal the
presidency.42 When President Trump won the 2016 election, “Stop the
Steal” was rendered moot—and did not become a significant political
movement until President Trump’s defeat on election night in 2020.43 As
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early as November 5, 2020, Stone advised associates that he intended to
reconstitute “Stop the Steal” by building an army of lawyers and suing
“like there’s no tomorrow.” 44

Ali Alexander, a rightwing provocateur who has worked closely with
Stone,45 quickly organized a new “Stop the Steal” campaign. On November
10, 2020, Alexander established “Stop the Steal” as an entity incorporated
in Alabama.46 Alexander added a bank account and various websites.47

One of Alexander’s key allies in the “Stop the Steal” movement was
Alex Jones. Prior to January 6th, Jones riled up crowds both in-person and
online with incendiary rhetoric about the election. Jones’ InfoWars was also
a platform for others in the election-denial coalition. For instance, both
Enrique Tarrio and Stewart Rhodes made multiple appearances on InfoWars,
including between election day 2020 and January 6, 2021.48

Another frequent guest on InfoWars was Roger Stone—a nexus charac-
ter in the “Stop the Steal” coalition.49 Stone recommended that then Presi-
dential Candidate Donald Trump appear on Jones’s show in December
2015.50 Trump accepted the invitation and praised Jones at length during
his appearance.51 The significance of Trump’s interview with Jones should
not be underestimated. Donald Trump was a leading presidential contender
at the time and would go on to win the election. His appearance with Jones
normalized InfoWars, welcoming its conspiracy-minded audience into
Trump’s base.52 Trump did not appear on InfoWars again. However, Stone
continued to make regular guest appearances.53

After election day 2020, Alexander Jones, and other “Stop the Steal”
organizers, held rallies around the country to protest fictional claims of
voter fraud. These events provided an opportunity for radicals and extrem-
ists to coalesce. The Proud Boys, Oath Keepers, and Three Percenters were
all attendees. QAnon adherents were well-represented. So, too, were the
white nationalist Groypers and their leader, Nick Fuentes.

“Stop the Steal” events and other protests throughout 2020 helped
build the momentum for January 6th. The Select Committee collected data
on 85 right-wing events between January 1, 2020, and January 20, 2021,
which were inspired by opposition to COVID-19 lockdown measures, racial
justice protests, and, later, the perceived theft of President Trump’s vic-
tory.54 Far-right extremists protested at or inside State capitols, or at other
government buildings, in at least 68 instances.55 Of those, 49 occurred dur-
ing the period after the election through January 6th.56 In the year leading
up to January 6th, there were at least nine events at which far-right actors
entered State capitols.57At least four of these capitol incursions—in
Michigan,58 Idaho,59 Arizona,60 and Oregon61—involved identifiable indi-
viduals who later participated in the attack on the U.S. Capitol.
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Consider, for example, the protests held in Atlanta between November
18 and 21, 2020. Leaders and rank-and-file members of the Proud Boys,
Oath Keepers, and Groypers, gathered outside the State capitol and the gov-
ernor’s mansion for nonstop events, including armed protests. Enrique
Tarrio62 and Stewart Rhodes63 personally led contingents of the Proud Boys
and Oath Keepers, respectively.

Jones first announced the Atlanta events on InfoWars on November
16th. In his announcement, Jones teased that he would be joined by Roger
Stone and also called on listeners to “surround the governor’s mansion” in
order to prevent the election results from being certified.64 Fuentes adver-
tised that he would be speaking at the capitol every day at noon.65 In fiery
speeches across Atlanta, Fuentes spread election lies as well as wink-and-
nod hints at intimidation and violence.66

Alexander, standing alongside Jones and Fuentes outside the State
capitol on November 18th, exhorted the crowd to “storm the capitol” with
them.67 The three men led a crowd into the State capitol building. On
November 20th, Roger Stone gave a speech outside the Georgia capitol.
Speaking through a telephone held up by Alexander, Stone advanced elec-
tion lies, and finished with a provocative rallying cry: “Victory or death!” 68

Alex Jones and Ali Alexander inside the Georgia State Capitol during a "Stop the Steal" rally
on November 18, 2020 in Atlanta, Georgia.

Photo by Elijah Nouvelage/Getty Images
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That same day, Fuentes told the crowd, “Look, we’ve been in front of the
State capitol, maybe we’ve been trying the wrong approach.” 69 Days ear-
lier, at a nighttime event outside the governor’s mansion, Alexander, again
flanked by Jones and Fuentes, goaded the crowd: “We’ll light the whole shit
on fire.” 70

While the crowd did not turn violent, the “Stop the Steal” protests in
Atlanta, Georgia, prefigured January 6th in important respects. “Stop the
Steal” organizers tried to use the mob they had assembled—including
extremists from the Proud Boys, Oath Keepers, Three Percenters and
Groypers—to intimidate lawmakers and overturn the election results in
Georgia, which was required to certify former Vice President Biden’s victory
in the State by the end of that week.71 They implored their followers to
“storm the capitol.” 72 As discussed in Chapter 8, this same coalition of
radicals did just that on January 6, 2021.

Other “Stop the Steal” events helped pave the way for the events of
January 6th. Two rallies in Washington D.C.—on November 14 and Decem-
ber 12, 2020—were critically important. Alexander’s “Stop the Steal” was
not the only protest organization present at these events. Both were called
“Million MAGA Marches” and drew in other rally organizers. One of these
other protests was called the “Jericho March” prayer rally.73 Regardless,
the same constellation of actors that appeared in Atlanta also incited
Trump supporters in Washington. 

For instance, during the Jericho March rally on December 12th, Stewart
Rhodes called on President Trump to invoke the Insurrection Act as part of
a desperate gambit to remain in power. In Rhodes’ vision, he would lead
militiamen on behalf of President Trump when others tried to remove him
from office.74 If President Trump did not invoke the Insurrection Act,
Rhodes warned the crowd, then they would be forced to wage a “much
more desperate [and] much more bloody war.” Alex Jones also gave an
incendiary speech at the Jericho March event, declaring: “I don't know who
is going to the White House in 38 days, but I sure know this, Joe Biden is a
globalist, and Joe Biden will be removed, one way or another!” 75

As the crowds gathered in Washington on December 12th, President
Trump was publicly lobbying the Supreme Court to hear his fictious claims
of election fraud. The President assailed the Supreme Court on Twitter
throughout the day.76 The “Stop the Steal” coalition was eager to help.
After the Jericho March event ended, Jones, his InfoWars co-host Owen
Shroyer, and Ali Alexander led a march on the Supreme Court. Once there,
the crowd chanted slogans such as “Stop the Steal!”; “1776!!”; “Our revo-
lution!”; and “The fight has just begun!!” 77
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President Trump made sure to let the protestors in Washington know
that he personally approved of their mission. During the November rally,
President Trump waved to the crowd from his presidential motorcade.78

Then, on the morning of December 12th, President Trump tweeted: “Wow!
Thousands of people forming in Washington (D.C.) for Stop the Steal.
Didn’t know about this, but I’ll be seeing them! #MAGA.” 79 Later that day,
President Trump flew over the protestors in Marine One.80

When President Trump tweeted one week later that there would be a
“wild” protest in Washington on January 6th, the “Stop the Steal” coalition
immediately began to mobilize. Jones posted an article on the InfoWars
website asking readers if they would “answer President Trump’s call to
defend the Republic?” 81 The next day, December 20th, Jones devoted much
of his InfoWars show to the President’s announcement. Jones told his audi-
ence several times that if 10 million Americans came to Washington, DC on
January 6th, Congress would have to listen to them.82 He repeated this idea
over the course of the episode, saying things such as, “He’s calling you, he
needs your help, we need your help, we need 10 million people there,”
“[w]e need martial law and have to prevent the police state of foreigners
from taking over.” Jones added: “It’s literally in our hands. It’s literally up
to us.” 83

“Million MAGA March” protest on November 14, 2020 in Washington, DC.
Photo by Tasos Katopodis/Getty Images
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Other InfoWars hosts promoted the “wild” protest as well. In late
December, Matt Bracken told InfoWars viewers that it may be necessary to
storm the U.S. Capitol. “We're going to only be saved by millions of Ameri-
cans moving to Washington, occupying the entire area, if—if necessary
storming right into the Capitol,” Bracken said. “You know, they're—we
know the rules of engagement. If you have enough people, you can push
down any kind of a fence or a wall.” 84

Far-right extremists planned to do just that.

6.2 THE PROUD BOYS: “[Y]OU WANT TO STORM THE CAPITOL”

From the Proud Boys’ founding in 2016, violence was intrinsic to their mis-
sion. “We will kill you. That’s the Proud Boys in a nutshell,” their founder
said.85 New recruits pledge an oath, established in the group’s bylaws,
identifying themselves as unapologetic “Western chauvinists,” 86 promot-
ing an exclusionary, hyper-masculine interpretation of Western culture.87

They find common ground in an embrace of misogyny and hate for their
perceived enemies.88 The group is somewhat ethnically diverse, but their
public and private messages fester with toxic white supremacist, xenopho-
bic, and anti-Semitic slurs.89

The Proud Boys have participated in, or instigated, protests since their
founding.90 They’ve long been known as street brawlers looking for a
fight.91 But 2020 was a watershed year for the group. As protests spread
around the country, the Proud Boys deputized themselves as agents of law
and order—vigilantes against perceived threats.92 More often, they played
the role of instigators.93 They portrayed themselves as counter-protestors
and identified their targets as Black Lives Matter and Antifa—though they
were hard-pressed to define their organizational enemies.94

During the presidential debate on September 29, 2020, President Trump
was asked to disavow far-right extremists, including the Proud Boys. The
President did not explicitly condemn the group. Instead, he seemingly
endorsed their mission. “Stand back and stand by,” President Trump told
the Proud Boys, before adding, “but I’ll tell you what . . . somebody’s got to
do something about Antifa and the left.” 95 The President’s words electri-
fied the group, injecting new life into their recruitment and activities.
According to Nick Quested, a filmmaker who spent significant time with the
group and testified before the Select Committee, the Proud Boys had found
their “savior” in President Trump.96

Joseph Biggs, a senior Proud Boy, immediately trumpeted President
Trump’s debate statement on Parler,97 a fringe social media platform. Biggs
made it clear that the Proud Boys were ready to fight Antifa.98 The group’s
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size “tripled” in response to President Trump’s apparent endorsement,
according to Jeremy Bertino, a Proud Boys leader who has pleaded guilty to
seditious conspiracy in relation to January 6th.99 Similarly, Enrique Tarrio
and another Proud Boys member, George Meza, testified to the Select Com-
mittee that the President’s comment was a pivotal, energizing moment.100

The group started selling merchandise with their new “stand back and
stand by” slogan the very same night.101

As the presidential votes were tallied, the Proud Boys became agitated
at the prospect that President Trump would lose. On November 5, 2020,
Biggs posted on social media, “It’s time for fucking war if they steal this
shit.” 102 As former Vice President Joe Biden’s victory became apparent,
Proud Boys leaders directed their ire toward others in the Government.
Biggs, speaking on a Proud Boys livestream show with Tarrio and others,
warned that government officials are “evil scum, and they all deserve to die
a traitor’s death.” Ethan Nordean—another Proud Boys leader who alleg-
edly helped lead the attack at the Capitol—responded, “Yup, Day of the
Rope,” 103 referring to a day of mass lynching of “race traitors” in the white
supremacist novel The Turner Diaries.104

A Proud Boy during a "Stop the Steal" rally on November 7, 2020 in Salem, Oregon.
Photo by Nathan Howard/Getty Images
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THE PROUD BOYS IN WASHINGTON PRIOR TO JANUARY 6TH
Within days of the election, dozens of “Stop the Steal” protests were orga-
nized around the country.105 The Proud Boys participated alongside other
right-wing extremist groups in some of them, including a November 7,
2020, protest outside of the Pennsylvania State capitol in Harrisburg.106 The
two events in Washington, DC—on November 14, 2020, and the other on
December 12, 2020—proved to be especially important for the group’s evo-
lution.

The daytime events on both dates passed by without violence or major
unrest, but as the sun set, bouts of violence erupted,107 driven by clashes
between far-right extremist groups—chiefly the Proud Boys—and counter-
protestors.108 Among far-right extremists, the Proud Boys had the largest
showing in both November and December,109 with roughly 200 to 300
Proud Boys at the November 14th rally, and the same number or more in
December.110 As discussed in Chapter 8, they mustered about the same con-
tingent for the attack on the U.S. Capitol.

The gathering on November 14th provided a chance for Tarrio to social-
ize with rally leaders and far-right celebrities. In fact, his travel to DC by
private jet appears to have been paid for by Patrick Byrne, a businessman
who had President Trump’s ear in the last weeks of his presidency and
encouraged the President to authorize the seizure of voting machines in a
December 18th meeting.111 Tarrio’s testimony and photographs from the
day show that he met with “Stop the Steal” organizer Ali Alexander that
evening, and the pair toasted each other.112 Tarrio described the event as a
“historic” meeting of Trump supporters and celebrated the opportunity to
share that platform with Alexander, Jones, and Jones’ InfoWars co-host,
Owen Shroyer.113 Shroyer would later be charged with crimes committed
during the January 6th attack.114

A month later, the Proud Boys returned to the Nation’s capital. On the
evening of December 11th, hundreds of Proud Boys and friends gathered in
downtown Washington, DC to listen to an impromptu bullhorn speech by
Tarrio and Nordean, along with Roger Stone and Shroyer.115 Stone implored
the crowd to “fight to the bitter end.” 116

The next day, as the Proud Boys marched in force on the streets, Tarrio
teased in a social media post that he had a meeting in the White House.117

The visit, which was only a public White House tour, appears to have been
facilitated by a friend, Bianca Gracia, the head of Latinos for Trump.118 As
the rallies concluded the next day, the Proud Boys took to the streets again.
Two key events occurred that evening.

First, members of the Proud Boys tore down a Black Lives Matter ban-
ner from a historically Black church in downtown Washington, DC.119 They

“BE THERE, WILL BE WILD!” 509



filmed themselves burning it.120 Tarrio was eventually charged with
destruction of property.121 He was arrested on January 4, 2021, and banned
from Washington, DC, barring him from joining the group at the Capitol.122

As explained in Chapter 8, however, Tarrio’s arrest did not stop him from
conspiring with his men on January 6th.

Minutes after the flag burning, a man wearing black clothes walked into
a crowd of Proud Boys.123 Assuming he was associated with Antifa, they
began pushing and harassing him, and he drew a knife in response.124 In
the ensuing melee, four Proud Boys suffered stab wounds, including
Bertino, a confidant to Tarrio.125 Bertino’s wounds were severe and life-
threatening, preventing him from joining the group on January 6th.126

STORMING THE WINTER PALACE
The Proud Boys began to reorient and formalize their operations to focus
on January 6th after President Trump’s December 19th tweet. Inspired, in
part, by Bertino’s stabbing, the Proud Boys centered their new hierarchy in
group chats that used terms such as “Ministry of Self Defense” (MOSD).127

However, the words “Self Defense” were misleading: Enrique Tarrio and
others would soon go on the offense. And the MOSD served as their organi-
zational scaffolding for the January 6, 2021, attack.

On December 20, 2020, Tarrio established a “national rally planning
committee” and created an encrypted MOSD chat to organize their activi-
ties.128 Tarrio added Proud Boys leaders from across the country, including
several who played lead roles in the violence on January 6th.129 In the ensu-
ing weeks, the Proud Boys traded equipment recommendations, shared
maps marked with law enforcement positions, and established command
and control structures.130 A separate encrypted chat, named “Boots on the
Ground,” was established for foot soldiers who would be in Washington, DC
on January 6th.131

The Proud Boys’ planning for January 6th was a significant step in the
group’s evolution. Previously, they were loosely organized. The MOSD was
created to enforce a “top down structure” with a defined leadership.132

Tarrio stressed the command structure by telling members that they
needed to “[f]it in [] or fuck off.” 133

From the start, it was clear that MOSD chat members were intensely
interested in disrupting the electoral count on January 6th. On December
20, 2020, one MOSD leader stated, “I assume most of the protest will be at
the capital [sic] building given what’s going on inside.” 134 On December 29,
2020, in a group message to the MOSD, a member wrote, “I know most of
the events will be centered around freedom plaza. . . .” Tarrio responded,
“Negative. They’re centered around the Capitol.” 135
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On December 30, 2020, Tarrio received an intriguing document titled,
“1776 Returns.” 136 The document was apparently sent to him by cryptocur-
rency investors in South Florida.137 The file’s author(s) divided their plan
into five parts, “Infiltrate, Execution, Distract, Occupy and Sit-In,” with
the goal of overrunning several Federal buildings around the U.S. Capitol.
The plan specifically mentioned House and Senate office buildings, setting
forth steps for occupying them. The author(s) called for “the masses to
rush the building[s],” distract law enforcement in the area by pulling fire
alarms around the city, target specific Senators’ offices, and disguise par-
ticipants’ identities with COVID masks.138

One proposal mentioned in the document is titled, “Storm the Winter
Palace.” 139 This is a reference to a dramatic reenactment of the 1917
Bolshevik Revolution, during which Vladimir Lenin ordered his forces to
take over the Romanovs’ residence in Petrograd. The “Winter Palace” was
the seat of the provisional government, which had held out against the
Bolshevik revolutionaries. The Proud Boys would frame their actions on
January 6th as part of the American Revolution. But the “1776 Returns”
document shows their inspiration came at least in part from the
Communist Revolution, which led to 70-plus years of totalitarian rule. No
historical event has been less American.

The Proud Boys did not adopt the “1776 Returns” plan in full. Several
Proud Boys testified that they were unaware of the document before it
became public.140 But the document does appear to have been significantly
edited while in the Proud Boys’ hands.141 The person who sent it to Tarrio—
his ex-girlfriend, Eryka Gemma Flores—commented, “The revolution is
[more] important than anything.” To which Tarrio responded: “That’s
what every waking moment consists of . . . I’m not playing games.” 142

On January 3rd, Tarrio posted a conspicuous question on Telegram:
“What if we invade it?” The first response to his post read: “January 6th is
D day [sic] in America.” 143 In private, on the Proud Boys’ leadership group
message, planning continued. One MOSD leader, John Stewart, floated a
plan that centered around “the front entrance to the Capitol building.” 144

At 7:10 p.m. on January 3rd, Stewart wrote to the MOSD leaders:

I mean the main operating theater should be out in front of the
house of representatives. It should be out in front of the Capitol
building. That’s where the vote is taking place and all of the objec-
tions. So, we can ignore the rest of these stages and all that shit and
plan the operations based around the front entrance to the Capitol
building. I strongly recommend you use the national mall and not
Pennsylvania avenue though. It’s wide-open space, you can see
everything coming from all angles.145

“BE THERE, WILL BE WILD!” 511



Early the next morning, on January 4th, Tarrio sent a voice memo to the
same group of MOSD leaders stating, “I didn’t hear this voice until now,
you want to storm the Capitol.” 146

One of Tarrio’s comrades in the Proud Boys’ leadership, Charles
Donohoe—who pleaded guilty to conspiracy to obstruct an official proceed-
ing and assaulting, resisting, or impeding certain officers147—later told
authorities that by January 4th he “was aware that members of MOSD lead-
ership were discussing the possibility of storming the Capitol.” 148 Donohoe
“believed that storming the Capitol would achieve the group’s goal of stop-
ping the government from carrying out the transfer of presidential power”
and “understood that storming the Capitol would be illegal.” 149 By the fol-
lowing evening, January 5th, Tarrio was discussing with other Proud Boy
leaders a “tactical plan” for the following day. Their “objective” was “to
obstruct, impede, or interfere with the certification of the Electoral College
vote.” 150 Moreover, Donohoe understood that the Proud Boys “would pur-
sue this through the use of force and violence, in order to show Congress
that ‘we the people’ were in charge.” 151 On January 6th, Charles Donohoe
understood that two of his fellow Proud Boys’ leaders—Ethan Nordean and
Joe Biggs—“were searching for an opportunity to storm the Capitol.” 152

Jeremy Bertino, the Proud Boys leader who was stabbed on the night of
December 12th, later told authorities that his fellow extremists plotted to
stop the peaceful transfer of power. In October 2022, Bertino pleaded guilty
to “seditious conspiracy” and other crimes.153 Bertino admitted that the
Proud Boys traveled to Washington, DC on January 6, 2021, “to stop the
certification of the Electoral College Vote.” They “were willing to do what-
ever it would take, including using force against police and others, to
achieve that objective.” 154

In testimony before the Select Committee, Bertino recalled a telling text
exchange with Tarrio on the evening of January 6th. “I was like, ‘holy shit,’
or something like that I said to him,” Bertino recalled. “And I was like, ‘I
can’t believe this is happening,’ or something like that, and ‘1776.’ ” 155

Tarrio replied to Bertino: “Winter Palace.” 156

6.3 THE OATH KEEPERS: “HE CALLED US ALL TO THE CAPITOL AND WANTS US TO
MAKE IT WILD!!!”

The Oath Keepers, founded in 2009 by Elmer Stewart Rhodes, is a far-right
anti-government organization. The group targets former and current mili-
tary and law enforcement for recruitment. Their name refers to the oath
taken by public servants to support and defend the U.S. Constitution. The
Oath Keepers’ claimed fealty to the U.S. Constitution is belied by their
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obsession with conspiracy theories about alleged evil-intentioned elites in
the Government.157 Rhodes has often spouted these conspiracy theories on
InfoWars.158

Over the summer of 2020, the Oath Keepers organized armed groups,
ostensibly to serve as volunteer, self-appointed security at protests around
the country. The Oath Keepers used the protests to draw in new recruits.159

They also built muscle memory by coordinating for these events. For
example, the Oath Keepers hired Michael Greene, who later coordinated
Oath Keepers’ activities on January 5th and 6th, to lead security operations
in multiple cities around the country.160 In the early part of 2020, protests
against COVID-related lockdowns served as additional growth and net-
working opportunities. Kellye SoRelle, a lawyer for the Oath Keepers, met
the Oath Keepers at a lockdown protest in Austin, Texas in early 2020.
SoRelle saw these COVID events as a “coalescing moment” for different
far-right groups.161

The “Stop the Steal” movement created another opportunity for the
Oath Keepers to grow their influence. Rhodes repeatedly amplified the sto-
len election conspiracy theory. On November 10, 2020, he posted a “Call to
Action!” on the Oath Keepers website, alleging the election was “stolen”
and exhorting his followers to “refuse to EVER recognize this as a legiti-
mate election, and refuse to recognize Biden as a legitimate winner.” 162

Under a section entitled “What We the People Must Do,” Rhodes quoted a
“patriot from Serbia, who also loves America.” The Serbian author
described how his fellow countrymen fomented a political revolution. Parts
of the statement presaged the attack on the U.S. Capitol:

. . . Millions gathered in our capital [sic]. There were no barricades
strong enough to stop them, nor the police determined enough to
stop them. Police and Military aligned with the people after few
hours of fist-fight [sic]. We stormed the Parliament. And burned
down fake state Television! WE WON!163

The Oath Keepers were obsessed with the Insurrection Act—seeing it as
a way for President Trump to cling to power. Rhodes believed that the
President could empower militias like the Oath Keepers to enforce law and
order after other Americans refused to accept President Trump’s rule.164

Indeed, President Trump had been intensely interested in the Insurrection
Act as a potential tool to quell the protests in summer 2020.165 Rhodes
wished the Act had been invoked then, but he did not give up on the fan-
tasy.166 As mentioned above, Rhodes called for President Trump to invoke
the Insurrection Act during his speech in Washington on December 12,
2020.167

That day, Rhodes also coordinated with Jericho March organizers to
provide security.168 He coordinated with a paramilitary group known as 1st
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Amendment Praetorian (1AP), to guard VIPs, including retired Lieutenant
General Michael Flynn and Patrick Byrne.169 Rhodes indicated that the Oath
Keepers would be “working closely” with them for the event.170

The Oath Keepers continued to call for President Trump to invoke the
Insurrection Act throughout December 2020, arguing that the President
needed to do so to “Stop the Steal.” 171 This fantasy reflected a warped sense
of reality. Rhodes testified that President Trump could have mobilized
“unorganized militia,” including the Oath Keepers, to suppress an insur-
rection if he attempted to stay in power after losing the election.172 But the
Oath Keepers themselves were the ones contemplating insurrection. On
December 10, 2020, Rhodes messaged others: “Either Trump gets off his
ass and uses the Insurrection Act to defeat the Chicom puppet coup or we
will have to rise up in insurrection (rebellion) against the ChiCom puppet
Biden. Take your pick.” 173 Rhodes was blunt in other messages to the Oath
Keepers, writing: “We need to push Tump [sic] to do his duty. If he doesn’t,
we will do ours. Declare Independence. Defy[,] Resist[,] Defend[,] Conquer
or Die. This needs to be our attitude.” 174

6.4 “TRUMP SAID IT’S GONNA BE WILD!!!!!!! IT’S GONNA BE WILD!!!!!!!”

As the Proud Boys began their plans for January 6th, Kelly Meggs, the
leader of the Florida chapter of the Oath Keepers, reached out. In the past,
the Proud Boys and the Oath Keepers had their differences, deriding each
other’s tactics and ethos during the summer 2020 protests.175 But President
Trump’s tweet on December 19th conveyed a sense of urgency which pro-
vided the two extremist rivals the opportunity to work together for a com-
mon goal.

After President Trump’s tweet, Meggs called Enrique Tarrio. They spoke
for 3 minutes and 26 seconds.176 Meggs also sent a message on Facebook,
bragging about an alliance he had formed among the Oath Keepers, the
Florida Three Percenters, and the Proud Boys: “We have decided to work
together and shut this shit down.” 177 The Oath Keepers were making plans
of their own, too.

“Oath Keepers president [Rhodes] is pretty disheartened,” Roberto
Minuta, one of Rhodes’ men, messaged someone on December 19th. “He
feels like it's go time, the time for peaceful protest is over in his eyes. I was
talking with him last night.” 178 Minuta has been charged with “seditious
conspiracy” and other crimes.179

In the days that followed, the Oath Keepers planned for violence. They
used encrypted chats on Signal to discuss travel plans, trade tips on tactical
equipment to bring, and develop their plans for once they were on the
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ground in the DC area.180 On December 21st, 2020, Joshua James messaged
the group, stating, “SE region is creating a NATIONAL CALL TO ACTION
FOR DC JAN 6TH. . . . 4 states are mobilizing[.]” 181 Meggs, Rhodes, and oth-
ers created several different chat groups to coordinate for January 6th.182

On December 22nd, Meggs echoed President Trump’s tweet in a
Facebook message to someone else:

Trump said It’s gonna be wild!!!!!!! It’s gonna be wild!!!!!!! He wants
us to make it WILD that’s what he’s saying. He called us all to the
Capitol and wants us to make it wild!!! Sir Yes Sir!!! Gentlemen we
are heading to DC pack your shit!!” 183

Meggs also wrote that the Oath Keepers would have 50–100 members in
Washington, DC on January 6th.184

The Oath Keepers hosted periodic group video meetings to discuss plans
for January 6th. Richard Dockery, a former Oath Keepers member, testified
to the Select Committee about a video call that took place around December
31st, and related specifically to planning for January 6th.185 During the call,
Oath Keepers’ leadership announced plans to provide security for far-right
celebrities like Roger Stone.186 If there were any problems while they were
providing security, “there was a quick reaction force in Virginia that would
come help them out . . . and that they would have firearms.” 187

Rhodes announced during an episode of InfoWars in November 2020
that the Oath Keepers had established a “Quick Reaction Force” (QRF) out-
side of Washington, DC.188 After President Trump announced the “wild”
protest, the group’s advanced coordination largely focused on planning
related to their QRF, as well as the various security details for VIPs and
stage areas on January 5th and 6th.189 Oath Keepers from North Carolina,
Florida, South Carolina, and Arizona converged on the Comfort Inn in
Ballston, Virginia, and used the location to store their cache of weapons for
January 6th.190 Oath Keepers leaders communicated actively about the QRF
for January 6th.191 Rhodes and another contingent of Oath Keepers stayed at
the Hilton Garden Inn in Vienna, Virginia, and stored weapons there as
well.192

Rhodes amassed an arsenal of military-grade assault weapons and
equipment in the days leading up to January 6th. On December 30th,
Rhodes spent approximately $7,000 on two night-vision devices and a
weapon sight and shipped them to Marsha Lessard, a rally organizer who
lived near Washington, DC and who had previously been in contact with the
organizers of the Ellipse rally.193 On January 1st and 2nd, Rhodes purchased
additional weapons and accessories at a cost of approximately $5,000.194

The following day, January 3rd, Rhodes and Kellye SoRelle departed Texas
for Washington, DC. While traveling, Rhodes spent an additional $6,000 on
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an AR-style rifle and firearms attachments.195 Making one final shopping
trip in Mississippi, Rhodes purchased $4,500 of firearms equipment includ-
ing more sights, magazines, and weapons parts on January 4th.196

On the morning of January 6th, with weapons stockpiled, Rhodes mes-
saged the Signal group of Oath Keepers leaders:

We have several well equipped [sic] QRFs outside DC. And there are
many, many others, from other groups, who will be watching and
waiting on the outside in case of worst case [sic] scenarios.197

6.5 “READY TO STEP IN AND DO WHAT IS NEEDED”

Stewart Rhodes’s and Oath Keepers’ lawyer Kellye SoRelle arrived in
Washington on the afternoon of January 5th.198 They immediately went to
Freedom Plaza, where President Trump had instructed rally organizers to
give some of his most extreme supporters time to speak.199 As a small group
of Oath Keepers patrolled Freedom Plaza, they were able to see the results
of President Trump’s call to mobilize.200 SoRelle testified that there were
Oath Keepers, Proud Boys, and “Alex Jones people” mingling together in
the crowd, with “just a small distinction between them.” 201

The Oath Keepers later found themselves at the Phoenix Park Hotel,202

where they ate and drank with a motley coalition of far-right political
activists who were united in their shared belief in President Trump’s Big
Lie.203 Among them were: Proud Boys-linked Bianca Gracia of Latinos for
Trump; Joshua Macias, leader of Vets for Trump;204 and Amanda Chase, a
Virginia State senator.205 In a livestream discussion moderated by Chase,
they promoted false election fraud claims. Macias and Rhodes encouraged
President Trump to invoke the Insurrection Act and call up combat veterans
who are “ready to step in and do what is needed.” 206

SoRelle later told the Select Committee that there was discussion of
going to “storm the Capitol,” although she claimed that this was “normal”
discussion and supposedly did not indicate violence or “any of that type of
stuff.” 207

That same evening, Gracia asked SoRelle and Rhodes to follow her to a
garage where she was supposed to meet Proud Boys leader Enrique
Tarrio,208 who had just been released from custody and ordered to leave the
DC area.209 Instead of immediately leaving Washington, DC, Tarrio instead
made his way to a garage near the hotel where the others gathered.210 Por-
tions of the ensuing meeting were captured on video by documentary film-
maker Nick Quested and his camera crew. SoRelle claims that she was asked
to attend to discuss Tarrio’s legal woes,211 but there is evidence indicating
that the conversation turned tactical.
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Tarrio discussed the court’s order, informing the group he was going
north to Maryland, so he could “stay close just to make sure my guys are
ok.” 212 Tarrio discussed his confiscated phone with Gracia. He told her that
“they couldn’t get in there,” apparently referencing the two-factor authen-
tication enabled on his phone.213 Tarrio also appeared familiar with another
attendee, Vets for Trump leader Macias, who rested his hand on Tarrio’s
shoulder at various points.214 Rhodes and Tarrio shook hands.215

Much of the substantive conversation between Rhodes, Tarrio, and the
others cannot be heard because Tarrio asked Quested’s camera crew to stop
recording.216 However, some of the conversation is audible from afar and
Rhodes can be heard telling Tarrio that he “has three groups in Tyson’s
Corner,” 217 a reference to the QRFs that he had mustered in the event that
President Trump called the Oath Keepers into service.

Tarrio later expressed appreciation for Rhodes’s presence at the garage
meeting and underscored that their two organizations needed to stand
together on January 6th. Tarrio explained that the Proud Boys and Oath
Keepers are “just two different groups” and that he and Rhodes “don’t get
along,” but said that “for situations like this where there is a need to unite
regardless of our differences . . . what he did today was commendable.” 218

Tarrio added that Rhodes’s presence at the garage meeting was “thought-
ful” because Rhodes had “quickly provided security” for the meeting and
“seemed concerned” about Tarrio’s legal situation.219 In a likely nod to
prior coordination between Proud Boys and Oath Keepers at other post-
election events, Tarrio further explained that “my guys have helped him
[Rhodes] out in the past,” and that he and Rhodes have “mutual respect”
for one another.220 Tarrio then traveled north to a hotel near Baltimore,
Maryland, where he stayed through the events of the next day.221

6.6 “FRIENDS OF STONE”

As explained above, a constellation of far-right characters came together in
late 2020 as part of the “Stop the Steal” cause. Among them was Roger
Stone, a right-wing political operative whose career as a self-trumpeted
dirty trickster stretched back decades. Stone is arguably President Trump’s
oldest political advisor.222 For example, he worked for Donald Trump’s
independent presidential bid during the 2000 campaign.223 In addition to
his political connections, Stone cultivated relationships with far-right
extremists, including the two groups charged with seditious conspiracy: the
Oath Keepers and the Proud Boys.

The Select Committee found that at least seven members of the Oath
Keepers provided security for Stone, or were seen with him, in the weeks

“BE THERE, WILL BE WILD!” 517



immediately preceding the attack on the U.S. Capitol.224 Text messages
released by Edward Vallejo, an Oath Keeper charged with seditious con-
spiracy and other crimes, show that Stewart Rhodes and Kelly Meggs dis-
cussed providing security for Stone.225 Some of these Oath Keepers guarded
Stone during an event at Freedom Plaza in Washington, DC on the night of
January 5th.226 Stone was also flanked by Oath Keepers outside of the
Willard Hotel on the morning of January 6th.227 One of the Oath Keepers
who provided security for Stone was Joshua James, who pleaded guilty to
seditious conspiracy, obstruction of Congress and other charges in March
2022.228 James was also reportedly seen in Stone’s hotel room at the Willard
hours before the attack on the U.S. Capitol.229

Stone has a longstanding, close relationship with the Proud Boys. Stone
has taken the Proud Boys oath230 and repeatedly defended the group.231

Danish documentarians filmed him working with Proud Boys for years.232

In one scene, filmed in 2019, Stone warmly greets Joe Biggs, a Proud Boys
leader central to the Capitol violence. Stone says of Biggs: “My guy, right
here.” 233 In a 2019 court case, Stone identified Enrique Tarrio as one of his
volunteers, explaining that Tarrio had access to his phone and could post to
Stone’s Instagram account from it.234

Roger Stone in front of the Supreme Court on January 5, 2021 in Washington, DC.
Photo by Tasos Katopodis/Getty Images
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As mentioned above, Stone, Tarrio and another Proud Boy leader, Ethan
Nordean, addressed an impromptu rally in Washington, DC on the night of
December 11, 2020. Owen Shroyer, an InfoWars host, was also with them.235

“We will fight to the bitter end for an honest count of the 2020 election,”
Stone told the crowd. “Never give up, never quit, never surrender, and fight
for America!” 236 A few weeks later, on January 2, 2021, Tarrio led a Proud
Boys protest outside of Senator Marco Rubio’s home in Florida. The Proud
Boys wanted to convince Rubio to vote against certification of the vote on
January 6th.237 Stone reportedly called into the event to speak to Tarrio’s
crowd.238

One way in which Stone maintained these contacts was through a Signal
chat group named “F.O.S.”—or Friends of Stone.239 Two days after the
election, Stone sent a text: “We provide information several times a day. So
please monitor the F.O.S. feed so you can act in a timely fashion.” 240 Ali
Alexander and Stone continued to coordinate about Stop the Steal strategy
and events between the election and January 6th.241 In addition to
Alexander, Stone’s “Friends” on the Signal chat included Rhodes and
Tarrio.242

In July 2020, President Trump granted Stone clemency after he was
convicted of lying to Congress and other charges.243 Then, on December
23rd, President Trump pardoned Stone.244 Several days later, at a dinner on
the evening of December 27th, Stone thanked President Trump. In a post on
Parler, Stone wrote that he “thanked President Trump in person tonight for
pardoning me” and also recommended to the President that he “appoint
a special counsel” to stop “those who are attempting to steal the 2020
election through voter fraud.” Stone also wrote that he wanted “to ensure
that Donald Trump continues as our president.” 245 Finally, he added:
“#StopTheSteal” and “#rogerstonedidnothingwrong.” 246 The Select Com-
mittee has learned that Stone discussed the January 6th event with the
President, likely at this same dinner on December 27th.247 The President
told Stone he “was thinking of speaking.” 248

The Select Committee sought to question Roger Stone about his rela-
tionships with President Trump and far-right extremists, as well as other
issues. During his deposition, Stone invoked his Fifth Amendment right
nearly 90 times.249 Stone has publicly stated that he committed no wrong-
doing and that he encouraged a peaceful protest.250

6.7 WHITE NATIONALISTS: “THE CAPITOL SIEGE WAS FUCKING AWESOME…”

Nick Fuentes is an online provocateur who leads a white nationalist move-
ment known as “America First,” or the “Groypers.” Fuentes immediately
responded to President Trump’s “be wild” tweet. On December 19, 2020,
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Fuentes wrote on Twitter: “I will return to Washington DC to rally for
President Trump on January 6th!” 251 Fuentes and his Groypers did return
to Washington, DC for the joint session. As the attack was underway,
Fuentes incited followers from his perch immediately outside of the U.S.
Capitol. Some of his followers joined the attack inside, with one even sitting
in Vice President Pence’s seat on the Senate dais.252

Fuentes and a fellow Groyper leader, Patrick Casey, rose to prominence
in 2017 after rallying at the Charlottesville “Unite the Right” event.253 For
years, the Groypers have repeatedly promoted white supremacist and
Christian nationalist beliefs, often cloaked in wink-and-nod humor, puns,
or religion, and they regularly gin up public opposition to other right-wing
organizations or politicians whom they deem insufficiently conservative.254

Fuentes was a key voice for “Stop the Steal” conspiracy theories leading
up to January 6th. He spent 2 months leading rallies in State capitals across
the country,255 spreading the Big Lie and livestreaming coded calls to vio-
lence.256 He also used his livestream to raise significant funds between
November 2020 and January 2021.257

On November 9, 2020, Fuentes promised, “GROYPERS ARE GOING TO
STOP THIS COUP!” 258 Two days later, Fuentes organized a “Stop the Steal”
rally at the Michigan State Capitol. He told the crowd that they should be
“more feral” in their tactics to overturn the election, suggesting that they
target lawmakers in their homes.259 On November 14th, Fuentes rallied a
crowd of his followers at the Million MAGA March in Washington, DC,
pushing “Stop the Steal” conspiracies, calling for President Trump to rule
for life, and exhorting his followers to “storm every State capitol until
January 20, 2021, until President Trump is inaugurated for 4 more
years.” 260

As discussed above, Fuentes was a prominent figure at the “Stop the
Steal” rally in Atlanta, Georgia, in November 2020.261 He promoted election
conspiracies, criticized the Republican Party, joked about the Holocaust,
and denounced former Vice President Biden as illegitimate.262 Fuentes also
suggested his followers intimidate politicians in their homes.263

On December 12th, Fuentes again rallied a crowd of supporters at the
“Stop the Steal” events in Washington, DC, calling for the destruction of
the Republican Party because it had failed to overturn the election.264 As
others spoke at the Jericho March rally, Fuentes headlined a “Stop the
Steal” protest just a few blocks away.265

On January 4th, Fuentes suggested that his followers kill State legisla-
tors who don’t support efforts to overturn the 2020 election. As discussed
in Chapter 2, President Trump and his surrogates were pressuring State
legislators at the time to do just that. Fuentes complained that his side “had
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no leverage.” Fuentes then asked: “What can you and I do to a state legisla-
tor, besides kill them?” He then quickly added: “Although we should not do
that. I am not advising that, but I mean, what else can you do, right?266

On January 5th, Casey advertised the marches in Washington, DC on his
Telegram channel and provided repeated updates on the logistics of getting
into the city. Casey also spoke to his followers about the next day’s rally on
a livestream on DLive.267 As discussed in Chapter 8, the Groypers clearly
played a role in the January 6th attack. They even planted their flag in the
inner chambers of the U.S. Capitol.268 Fuentes crowed about the attack the
day after, tweeting: “The Capitol Siege was fucking awesome and I’m not
going to pretend it wasn’t.” 269 In another tweet on January 7th, Fuentes
wrote: “For a brief time yesterday the US Capital [sic] was once again occu-
pied by The American People, before the regime wrested back control.” 270

Despite his boasts on Twitter, Fuentes exercised his Fifth Amendment
privilege against self-incrimination and refused to provide information
about his organizing activities to the Select Committee.271

6.8 THE THREE (III%) PERCENTERS: “#OCCUPYCONGRESS”

The Oath Keepers were not the only anti-government extremists who
viewed President Trump’s December 19th, tweet as a call to arms. Militias
around the country were similarly inspired to act. “People were retweeting
it right and left. . . . I saw people retweeting it, talking about, yeah, it’s going
to be crazy, going to be a huge crowd,” Michael Lee Wells, a militia leader
in North Carolina, told the Select Committee.272 Members of militias known
as the “Three Percenters” were electrified.

The Three Percenters believe that three percent of American colonists
successfully overthrew the British during the American Revolution.273 This
is not true. Far more than a tiny fraction of the colonial population fought
in or supported the Revolutionary War.274 Regardless, this ahistorical belief
has become an organizing myth for militias around modern-day America.

As with the Oath Keepers, many Three Percenters have turned against
the U.S. Government, such that they equate it with the British monarchy
and believe it should be overthrown.275 The movement does not have one,
centralized hierarchy. Instead, semi-autonomous branches organize and
run themselves.276 The Three Percenter cause was growing prior to the
attack on the U.S. Capitol. Jeremy Liggett, a militia leader in Florida, told
the Select Committee it was “trendy” in far-right circles to identify with
the Three Percenter movement in the months leading up to January 6th.277

President Trump tapped into this well of anti-government extremism.
The President’s repeated insistence that the election had been stolen reso-
nated with militia members who were already inclined to believe in shady
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political conspiracies. The President’s December 19th tweet mobilized Three
Percenters around the country. Suddenly, they had a focal point for their
anti-government beliefs: the joint session of Congress on January 6th.
Court filings and other evidence reveal that Three Percenters immediately
began planning for violence after President Trump’s “be wild” announce-
ment.

For example, Lucas Denney and Donald Hazard led a militia affiliated
with the Three Percenter movement called the “Patriot Boys of North
Texas.” Both Denney and Hazard were charged with assaulting officers on
January 6th.278 Denney pleaded guilty and has been sentenced to 52 months
in prison.279 After President Trump’s tweet, they discussed travel plans, as
well as the need to procure body armor, helmets, knuckle gloves and pepper
spray.280 But they did not plan to act alone. Instead, they saw themselves as
part of a coalition. In multiple messages, both Denney and Hazard claimed
they were also affiliated with Proud Boys and intended to work with them
on or before January 6th.281

Denney repeatedly cited President Trump’s tweet. “Trump himself is
calling for a big protest in DC on January 6th. I’m not going to miss this
one,” Denney told Hazard on December 21st.282 On December 30th, Denney
wrote in a Facebook message:

Trump has called this himself. For everyone to come. It’s the day
the electoral college is suppose to be certified by congress to offi-
cially elect Biden. But, Pence is in charge of this and he’s going
to throw out all the votes from States that were proved to have
fraud. There’s so much more going on behind the scenes though.
That’s why he’s called this rally for support. . . . Trump will stay
President . . . 283

As this message indicates, Denney was well-aware of President
Trump’s multi-part plan to disrupt the transfer of power. He thought that
Vice President Pence had the power to “throw out” electoral votes, just as
the President demanded. In other messages, Denney claimed that President
Trump wanted militias to descend on Washington, DC so they could serve
as a security force against a perceived threat from Antifa and Black Lives
Matter on January 6th.284

Additional messages between the two reveal their intent to march on
the U.S. Capitol. For instance, Denney attempted to post two banners on
Facebook that advertised events on January 6th.285 Both banners contained
the hashtag “#OccupyCongress.” The pictures contained images of the U.S.
Capitol and referenced “The Great Betrayal.” One of them read “If They
Won’t Hear Us” and “They Will Fear Us.” In another post, Denney wrote: “I
can’t wait to be in the middle of it on the front line on the 6th.” 286
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Curiously, Denney had also heard a “rumor” that President Trump
would march with them. On January 4, 2021, he stated in a Facebook
message:

Things are going to be happening here. Trump is going to be speak-
ing to everyone Wed [January 6] before everyone marches to the
capital [sic]. Rumour [sic] has it that he may march with us. I’ll tell
you more when you get here on where to be wed and what time so
you have the best seats.287

On or about January 6th, Denney sent another message via Facebook,
writing: “Trump speaking to us around 11 am then we march to the capital
and after that we have special plans that I can’t say right now over Face-
book. But keep an eye out for live feed tomorrow from me. Tomorrow will
be historic.” 288 Later on January 6th, during the attack, Hazard was cap-
tured on video bragging: “We have stormed our nation’s capitol.” 289

The Patriot Boys of North Texas were not the only Three Percenter
group that mobilized after President Trump’s tweet. The Department of
Justice has alleged that multiple other cadres of Three Percenter militiamen
prepared for violence on January 6th and then took part in the attack on the
U.S. Capitol.

In Florida, a Three Percenter organization known as the “Guardians of
Freedom” established a “B-squad” for January 6th because they allegedly
wanted to avoid being called a “militia.” 290 These men were led by Jeremy
Liggett, mentioned above.291

On December 24, 2020, the B-squad sent out a flyer, “CALLING ALL
PATRIOTS!” to Washington, D.C.292 The flyer read: “The Guardians of
Freedom III% are responding to the call from President Donald J. Trump to
assist in the security, protection, and support of the people as we all protest
the fraudulent election and re-establish liberty for our nation. JOIN US &
Thousands of other Patriots!” 293 The B-Squad claimed it was the “right &
duty of the people to alter or to abolish” the Government.294 Its members
discussed bringing tactical gear to Washington, DC.295

On December 30th, Liggett posted a meme to Facebook stating that
“3% Will Show In Record Numbers In DC.” 296 When the Select Committee
asked about this post, Liggett downplayed its significance or disclaimed any
knowledge about other Three Percenter groups that might “show in record
numbers.” 297 However, on January 3, 2021, Liggett posted a “safety video”
on Facebook in which he and others dressed in military gear. Liggett
instructed listeners about self-defense and the tools they (like him) could
bring to Washington, DC, including “an expandable metal baton, a walking
cane and a folding knife.” 298 He advised “all of you Patriots going to
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Washington, D.C. . . . to support Trump,” and to “keep up the fight.” 299 Sev-
eral “B-squad” members have been charged with civil disorder and disor-
derly and disruptive conduct, which took place while rioters nearby were
assaulting officers in the tunnel area of the Capitol’s Lower West Terrace on
January 6th.300

In California, another group of men associated with the Three Percenter
movement quickly began plotting their next moves after President Trump’s
tweet. Alan Hostetter and Russell Taylor ran a non-profit known as the
American Phoenix Project, which protested COVID-19 lockdowns and the
2020 election results, while also promoting violence ahead of January
6th.301 Ahead of the joint session, Hostetter and Taylor organized a small
group in an encrypted chat they named “The California Patriots—DC
Brigade.” 302

On December 19th, Taylor linked to President Trump’s “will be wild”
tweet and asked members of the chat “Who is going?” 303 The same day,
Hostetter posted a message to his Instagram account, explaining he was
traveling to Washington, DC on January 6th because President Trump
“tweeted that all patriots should descend on Washington DC” and that day
“is the date of the Joint Session of Congress in which they will either accept
or reject the fake/phony/stolen electoral college votes.” 304 The next day,
Taylor renamed the Telegram chat as “The California Patriots-Answer the
Call Jan 6.” 305 On December 29th, Taylor posted to that chat: “I personally
want to be on the front steps and be one of the first ones to breach the
doors!” 306

Between December 19th and January 6th, Hostetter, Taylor and their
alleged co-conspirators exchanged messages about bringing weapons, such
as hatchets, bats, or large metal flashlights, as well as possibly firearms,
with them to Washington, DC.307 They were “ready and willing to fight.” 308

In one message, Hostetter predicted that January 6th would be similar to
the “War of Independence” because “[t]here will likely be 3% of us again
that will commit fully to this battle, but just as in 1776 patriots will
prevail.” 309

There are additional examples of how President Trump’s “be wild”
tweet led Three Percenters to descend on the U.S. Capitol. One Three Per-
center group issued an open letter on December 16, 2020, announcing that
they “stand ready and are standing by to answer the call from our President
should the need arise that We The People are needed to take back our coun-
try from the pure evil that is conspiring to steal our country away from the
American people. . . . We will not act unless we are told to.” 310 In late
December, after the President’s tweet, The Three Percenters Original
(TTPO) issued a letter to its members announcing that “this organization
will be answering that call!” 311
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There is also additional evidence showing that militia groups like the
Three Percenters coordinated with other groups both before and on January
6th. Josh Ellis, the owner of the MyMilitia website, testified that he used
Zello (a walkie-talkie app) when he was in Washington, DC on January 6th.
The Proud Boys, Oath Keepers, other militia members, and “regular patri-
ots” all used these Zello channels in the leadup to January 6th and in
response to President Trump’s December 19th tweet. They used these chan-
nels to share intelligence.312

6.9 QANON: “OPERATION OCCUPY THE CAPITOL”

Shortly after the January 6th attack, a video of a bearded man in a “Q” shirt
chasing U.S. Capitol Police Officer Ryan Goodman through the halls of the
U.S. Capitol went viral.313 That man was Doug Jensen, a QAnon believer.314

After Jensen’s arrest, FBI agents asked him why he traveled from Iowa to
Washington, DC in the first place. “Trump posted make sure you're there,
January 6 for the rally in Washington, D.C.,” Jensen responded.315

Jensen was not the only QAnon believer to attack the U.S. Capitol on
January 6th. The letter “Q” and related slogans, such as “Where We Go
One, We Go All,” were ubiquitous among the rioters. They were visible on
shirts, signs, and flags throughout the crowd. What was once a marginal
digital movement had become a bricks-and-mortar force powerful enough
to help obstruct a joint session of Congress.

QAnon is a bizarre and dangerous cult that gained popularity in 2017,
when a person known only as “Q” began posting on 4chan, an anonymous
message board.316 The poster supposedly held a “Q” security clearance at
the Department of Energy. QAnon adherents believe that President Trump
is a messianic figure battling the forces of the “deep state” and a Satanic
pedophile ring operated by leading Democrats and the American elite.317 Q’s
first post in October 2017 predicted that former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton would be arrested in short order.318 Although that prophecy did not
come to pass, the conspiracy theory evolved and grew over time, spreading
across social media platforms and eventually finding a home in 8kun,
another anonymous message board known for trafficking in conspiracy
theories and hate.319

President Trump was given multiple opportunities to disavow QAnon.
Instead, he essentially endorsed its core tenets. During an August 19, 2020,
press briefing, President Trump was asked what he thought about the
QAnon belief that he was fighting a Satanic cabal. “I mean, you know, if I
can help save the world from problems, I’m willing to do it. I’m willing to
put myself out there,” he replied.320 During a townhall on NBC News two
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weeks prior to the election, President Trump first claimed he “knew noth-
ing” about QAnon, but he then praised its believers for being “very strongly
against pedophilia.” The President emphasized: “And I agree with that. I
mean, I do agree with that.” 321

In 2020, QAnon played a significant role in spreading various election
conspiracy theories. After the election, QAnon accounts amplified the claim
that Dominion Voting System’s software had altered votes.322 On November
19th, President Trump tweeted and retweeted a link to a segment on One
America News Network (OAN) that was captioned, “Dominion-izing the
Vote.” 323 The segment claimed that Dominion had switched votes from
President Trump to former Vice President Biden. OAN featured a supposed
cyber expert, Ron Watkins, a key figure in the QAnon conspiracy move-
ment.324 Watkins’s father, Jim, owned the 8kun site that “Q” called home,
and Ron helped oversee its message boards.325

After promoting the OAN segment, President Trump retweeted Ron
Watkins’s account on several other occasions. On December 15, 2020, Presi-
dent Trump retweeted a post in which Watkins spread false claims of for-
eign influence in the election.326 Then, on January 3rd, President Trump
retweeted Ron Watkins’s account four more times.327

QAnon’s adherents were clearly paying attention to President Trump’s
words—and tweets. The President’s “be wild” tweet was widely heard as a
clarion call. Jim Watkins told the Select Committee that “thousands and
thousands of people probably” agreed that the President’s December 19th
tweet was a call for them to come to Washington, DC.328 Jim Watkins him-
self marched in Washington, DC on January 6th because of the President’s
call, but he has not been charged with any crime.329

Other QAnon adherents flocked to Washington, DC in response to the
President’s call to action. “POTUS HAS REQUESTED YOUR ATTENDANCE
Washington DC JANUARY 6TH 2021,” Thomas Munn, a QAnon believer,
posted on Facebook. Munn added: “Our President has only asked two things
from us, so far…#1 Vote #2 January 6, 2021.” 330 Jacob Chansley, better
known as the QAnon Shaman, told the FBI that he traveled from Arizona
because President Trump had requested that all “patriots” come to
Washington, DC on January 6th.331

During the investigation, the Select Committee learned that the QAnon
conspiracy theory often overlaps with other extremist beliefs. Stewart
Rhodes of the Oath Keepers testified to the Select Committee that he’s “not
a Q-tard” and “not a follower of Q at all.” 332 However, Rhodes cynically
exploited QAnon for his own purposes. The Oath Keepers’ website and text
messages were littered with QAnon phrases.333 Nick Quested, a filmmaker
who shadowed the Proud Boys, often heard QAnon themes in the Proud
Boys’ private discussions.334
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As January 6th drew closer, multiple posts on the QAnon-linked website
8kun indicated that violence was imminent. “You can go to Washington on
Jan 6 and help storm the Capitol,” one user wrote. This same user contin-
ued: “As many Patriots as can be. We will storm the government buildings,
kill cops, kill security guards, kill federal employees and agents, and
demand a recount.” 335 Other posts on 8kun debated the politicians that
users should target once they got inside the Capitol.336

A QAnon-inspired banner was also widely shared by groups planning
events for January 5th and 6th. The top of the image read: “Operation
Occupy the Capitol.” The central image showed the U.S. Capitol being
torn in two. In the lower left corner, there appeared a QAnon phrase:
“#WeAreTheStorm.” 337

6.10 THEDONALD.WIN: “OCCUPY THE CAPITOL”

Within three minutes of President Trump’s tweet, a user on TheDonald.win
message board posted: “Trump Tweet. Daddy Says Be In DC on Jan. 6th.” 338

Moderators pinned the post to the top of the board from December 19th
until January 6th. It garnered nearly 6,000 comments and more than
24,000 upvotes during that time.339 Many of the site’s users quickly inter-
preted President Trump’s tweet as a call for violence. For example, one user
wrote, “[Trump] can’t exactly openly tell you to revolt. This is the closest
he’ll ever get.” 340 Jody Williams, the site’s then-owner, testified that while
users had been talking about traveling to Washington, DC since the elec-
tion, after the tweet “anything else was kind of shut out, and it just was
going to be the 6th.” 341

In the days that followed, users on TheDonald.win discussed: surround-
ing and occupying the U.S. Capitol; cutting off access tunnels used by
Members of Congress; the types of weapons they should bring; and even
how to build a hangman’s gallows.342 The parallels to what transpired on
January 6th are obvious.

TheDonald.win and its predecessor site was a website for some of its
namesake’s most ardent fans. Even before President Trump was elected, his
social media team monitored and interacted with the site’s users. In the
summer of 2016, then-candidate Trump himself engaged in a written ques-
tion and answer session on TheDonald, which at the time was a forum on
Reddit.343 This online community, which had upwards of 790,000 users,
was banned by Reddit in mid-2020.344 However, the site’s users migrated
to another online location, becoming TheDonald.win.345

Dan Scavino, the President’s social media guru, amplified content from
this website. During the 2016 presidential campaign, “a team in the war
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room at Trump Tower was monitoring social media trends, including
TheDonald subreddit . . . and privately communicating with the most active
users to seed new trends.” 346 “Campaign staffers monitored Twitter and
TheDonald subreddit, and pushed any promising trends up to social media
director Dan Scavino, who might give them a boost with a tweet.” 347 In
2017, President Trump tweeted a video of himself attacking CNN.348 The
video had appeared on The Donald four days earlier.349 In 2019, Politico
reported that Scavino “regularly monitors Reddit, with a particular focus on
the pro-Trump /r/The_Donald channel.” 350

The Select Committee sought to question Scavino about how he and
others on President Trump’s social media team interacted with The Donald
subreddit and then TheDonald.win. But Scavino refused to cooperate with
the committee’s subpoena.351

After President Trump’s December 19th tweet, users on the site posted
simple maps of the U.S. Capitol and telegraphed their intent to invade the
building.352 “If we occupy the capitol building, there will be no vote,” one
user wrote.353 “The media will call us evil if we have to occupy the Capitol
Building on January 6th. Let them,” another post read.354 One user argued
the goal should be to “surround the enemy” and “create [a] perimeter”
around the Capitol on January 6th, such that no one was allowed to leave

White House social media director Dan Scavino Jr.
Photo by Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images
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until President Trump was “re-admitted for another 4 years.” 355 This same
user posted a diagram of the U.S. Capitol’s perimeter with arrows indicating
where the “Capitol Access Tunnels” were located.

On January 5th, another user on TheDonald.win encouraged President
Trump’s supporters to “be prepared to secure the capitol building,” claim-
ing that “there will be plenty of ex military to guide you.” 356 Multiple other
posts made it clear that the U.S. Capitol was the target on January 6th, with
one poster writing that people should bring “handcuffs and zip ties to DC,”
so they could enact “citizen’s arrests” of those officials who certified the
election’s results.357 Another post highlighted the “most important map for
January 6th. Form a TRUE LINE around the Capitol and the tunnels.” 358

That “post included a detailed schematic of Capitol Hill with the tunnels
surrounding the complex highlighted.” 359

Other posts on TheDonald.win included specific plans to build gallows
outside the U.S. Capitol. “Gallows are simpler and more cost effective, plus
they’re an American old west tradition too,” one user wrote on December
22, 2020.360 A week later, another wrote: “Let’s construct a Gallows outside
the Capitol building next Wednesday so the Congressmen watching from
their office windows shit their pants.” 361 Another said that “building a
hanging platform in front of Congress on the 6 should send a strong mes-
sage.” 362 The site hosted a diagram showing how to tie a hangman’s
knot,363 with one site member writing that they should build gallows “so
the traitors know the stakes.” 364 On January 5, 2021, hours before the
attack began, a user posted an image of gallows and titled it, “Election
Fraud Repair Kit.” 365

Text messages between Trump Campaign Senior Advisor Jason Miller
and White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows show that these kinds of
posts reached deep into the President’s inner circle. Miller sent Meadows a
text on December 30th, declaring, “I got the base FIRED UP.” 366 The thread
contained a link to a TheDonald.win comment thread filled with reactions
to a post by Miller promoting January 6th.367 Users in the thread made
comments such as “gallows don’t require electricity,” and that millions will
“bust in through the doors if they try to stop Pence from declaring Trump
the winner,” all in response to Miller.368

On December 19, 2020, the same day President Trump posted his
inflammatory “be wild” tweet, he also tweeted a noteworthy video. The
short clip was titled, “FIGHT FOR TRUMP!—SAVE AMERICA—SAVE THE
WORLD.” 369 The video reportedly appeared on TheDonald.win two days
earlier.370 As with so much else on TheDonald.win, this refrain featured
prominently on the day of the attack on the Capitol. During his speech at
the Ellipse south of the White House on January 6th, the crowd broke out
into a chant of “Fight for Trump! Fight for Trump!” President Trump
thanked those in attendance.371
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In the two and a half weeks since he first announced the January 6th
“protest,” extremists and conspiracy theorists plotted to make the unprec-
edented, presidentially announced protest against the peaceful transfer of
power “wild” indeed. Meanwhile, event organizers and White House staff-
ers prepared for the final rally of President Trump’s term.

6.11 HOW THE WHITE HOUSE AND RALLY ORGANIZERS PREPARED FOR JANUARY 6TH

In the days following President Trump’s tweet, rally organizers secured
permits for about one dozen events in Washington, DC on January 5th and
6th.372 At 7:12 a.m., not even 6 hours after President Trump’s tweet, Cindy
Chafian, an executive at Women for America First (WFAF), emailed the
National Park Service (NPS) about an event that had been planned to coin-
cide with President-elect Biden’s inauguration on January 20, 2021.373

Chafian’s ask was simple: “Can I change the date to January 6th?” 374

WFAF was founded in 2019 by Amy and Kylie Kremer, a mother-
daughter pair who were longtime supporters of the President.375 WFAF
became a significant player in the “Stop the Steal” movement.376 The
Kremers started a “Stop the Steal” Facebook group that gathered some
365,000 members in less than 24 hours.377 Their online organizing coin-
cided with their on-the-ground mobilization activities. The Kremers orga-
nized a bus tour to promote the Big Lie, in addition to events in
Washington, DC on November 14, 2020, and December 12, 2020.378 After
President Trump’s December 19th tweet, the Kremers focused on January
6th. Kylie Kremer proudly declared their support on Twitter: “The
calvary [sic] is coming, President! JANUARY 6th | Washington, DC
TrumpMarch.com #MarchForTrump #StopTheSteal.” 379 After the date
of their permit was revised, WFAF ultimately provided President Trump
the stage on the Ellipse where he would direct the crowd to march on the
Capitol.380

The Kremers were not alone in responding quickly to the President’s
tweet. Ali Alexander, the founder of Stop the Steal, LLC,381 was eager to get
ahead of other organizers. On the morning of December 19th, Alexander
told his event planner, “Everyone is trying to get the jump on us so I’d like
to get the court side of the capitol (lawn) and I’d like to get capitol steps
and court.” 382 Alexander told his event planner to “grab whatever we can.
All of it.” 383 Alexander’s team did just that: they registered and launched a
new website, WildProtest.com,384 which advertised planned events for
January 6th under a banner that read: “President Trump Wants You in DC
January 6.” 385

Still other organizers were quick to seize on the President’s tweet. Arina
Grossu and Robert Weaver, co-founders of the self-proclaimed “Judeo-
Christian” Jericho March organization,386 held a rally in Washington, DC on
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December 12, 2020. Oath Keepers leader Stewart Rhodes, Flynn, Jones,
Alexander, and others shared a stage at that event.387 Grossu and Weaver
exchanged emails just a few hours after President Trump’s first mention of
January 6th. In an email on the morning of December 19th, Weaver told
Grossu to “enjoy the peace before the storm” and said, “Trump has called
for a protest on 1/6, FYI.” 388 The Jericho March’s website used President
Trump’s “Be there, will be wild!” language to advertise additional events
between January 2nd and January 6, 2021.389

Marsha Lessard, the leader of a vaccine-skeptic group, Virginia
Freedom Keepers, worked to stage an event with Bianca Gracia, the leader
of Latinos for Trump on January 6th.390 The women had ties to the Oath
Keepers391 and Proud Boys,392 respectively—two groups central to the vio-
lence on January 6. Latinos for Trump reportedly advertised their January
6th event with the same QAnon-inspired banner, “Operation Occupy the
Capitol.” 393 Another conservative group, Moms for America, worked with
Alexander before securing a permit for an event on January 5th.394

6.12 “HE’S CALLING ON YOU, HE NEEDS YOUR HELP”

As discussed above, Alex Jones was one of the loudest supporters of the
“Stop the Steal” movement. Jones dedicated much of the December 20th
episode of his InfoWars show to President Trump’s “be wild” tweet, telling
his listeners that nothing less than the fate of the American Republic was at
stake. “He’s calling you, he needs your help, we need your help,” Jones told
his audience.395 The Select Committee has learned that, between the time of
the President’s tweet and Jones’s December 20th show, Jones’s staff had
several calls with Chafian, who had just procured a new permit for WFAF’s
event on the Ellipse.396 The two parties apparently discussed whether this
newly hatched January 6th event was an opportunity to work together.397

Jones’s broadcast also led to an influx of funds for the January 6th
event at the Ellipse. Julie Fancelli is the billionaire heiress to the Publix
supermarket fortune and a longtime supporter of President Trump.398

Fancelli had recently become a donor to Jones’s InfoWars site.399 She lis-
tened to Jones’s December 20th show,400 and decided she wanted to back
the cause.

Inspired by Jones and the fervor that continued to surround the Presi-
dent’s tweet, Fancelli called Caroline Wren, a Republican fundraiser linked
to the Trump Campaign, the next day.401 According to Wren, Fancelli said
that “she wanted to see a lot of people there in DC, so how much would that
cost?” 402 Fancelli spoke with Jones’s staff and they recommended that she
connect with Chafian, who was organizing the Ellipse rally.403 In the wan-
ing days of 2020, Fancelli and Jones spoke several times.404
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Fancelli worked with Wren to create a multimillion-dollar budget to
convene as many supporters of President Trump as possible.405 To ensure
that Fancelli’s dollars made maximum impact, Wren contacted some of
the major players who were rallying supporters for January 6th. Wren
emailed Kylie Kremer406 and exchanged texts with Jones407 and Chafian.408

Fancelli’s goal was clear: she wanted to spend $3 million to “get as many
people there as possible.” 409 The resulting budget allocated $500,000 to a
busing program and a centralized ad campaign by the Tea Party Express to
promote the event.410 Another $500,000 went to assisting WFAF and Jones
in their organizational efforts.411

Caroline Wren also connected with Ali Alexander. On December 29th,
Wren told the Stop the Steal leader, “I can pay for the buses and I have my
team looking for available companies, so let me know what cities you need
them in!” 412 Wren’s offer came in response to a tweet from Alexander
earlier that day: “Coalition of us working on 25 new charter buses to
bring people FOR FREE to #JAN6 #STOPTHESTEAL for President Trump.
If you have money for more buses or have a company, let me know. We will
list our buses sometime in the next 72 hours. STAND BACK & STAND
BY!” 413

The final words of Alexander’s tweet directly echoed President Trump’s
command to the Proud Boys during the September 29, 2020, presidential
debate.414 Alexander’s word choice was apt. The Proud Boys were already
planning to show up in force, and to ensure that the crowd would be
“wild.”

6.13 “TRUMP IS SUPPOSED TO ORDER US TO THE CAPITOL”

On the evening of December 27th, President Trump boosted the upcoming
event on Twitter: “See you in Washington, DC, on January 6th. Don’t miss
it. Information to follow!” 415 The Select Committee learned that this tweet
came after the White House spoke with a former Trump staffer, Justin
Caporale, who was asked to help produce the Ellipse rally.416 That same
evening, the President had dinner with Donald Trump, Jr., and his girlfriend
Kimberly Guilfoyle,417 who spoke with rally organizer Caroline Wren during
the meal.418 Wren also texted Guilfoyle talking points that described her
ambitions for the event, saying that “buses of people are coming in from all
over the country to support you. It’s going to be huge, we are also adding in
programming the night of January 5th.” 419

After Guilfoyle’s call with Wren, there was a series of calls among the
senior White House staff,420 likely underscoring the seriousness of the
White House’s interest in the event.
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Within a few days, the White House began to take a more direct role in
coordinating the rally at the Ellipse.421 In a December 29th text to Wren,
Caporale wrote that after the President’s planned speech there “maybe [sic]
a call to action to march to the [C]apitol and make noise.” 422

This is the earliest indication uncovered by the Select Committee that
the President planned to call on his supporters to march on the U.S. Capitol.
But it wasn’t the last. On January 2nd, rally organizer Katrina Pierson
informed Wren that President Trump’s Chief of Staff, Mark Meadows,
had said the President was going to “call on everyone to march to the
[C]apitol.” 423

Inside the White House, the President’s intent was well-known. Cassidy
Hutchinson, an aide to Meadows, recalled in her testimony that she over-
heard discussions to this effect toward the end of December or early
January. One such discussion included an exchange between Meadows and
Rudolph Giuliani that occurred on January 2nd.424 Hutchinson understood
that President Trump wanted to have a crowd at the Capitol in connection
with what was happening inside—the certification of the electoral count.425

Hutchinson also recalled that President Trump’s allies in Congress were
aware of the plan. During a call with members of the House Freedom
Caucus, the idea of telling people to go to the Capitol was discussed as a
way to encourage Congress to delay the electoral college certification and
send it back to the States.426

On January 4th, WFAF’s Kylie Kremer informed Mike Lindell, the CEO of
MyPillow and an ally of President Trump, that “POTUS is going to have us
march there [the Supreme Court]/the Capitol” but emphasized that the plan
“stays only between us.” 427

The “Stop the Steal” coalition was aware of the President’s intent. On
January 5th, Ali Alexander sent a text to a journalist saying: “Ellipse then
US capitol [sic]. Trump is supposed to order us to the capitol [sic] at the end
of his speech but we will see.” 428

6.14 “WELL, I SHOULD WALK WITH THE PEOPLE.”

President Trump wanted to personally accompany his supporters on the
march from the Ellipse to the U.S. Capitol. During a January 4th meeting
with staffers and event organizer Katrina Pierson, President Trump empha-
sized his desire to march with his supporters.429 “Well, I should walk with
the people,” Pierson recalled President Trump saying.430 Though Pierson
said that she did not take him “seriously,” she knew that “he would abso-
lutely want to be with the people.” 431 Pierson pointed out that President
Trump “did the drive-by the first time and the flyover the second time”—a
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reference to the November and December 2020 protests in Washington,
DC.432 During these previous events, President Trump made cameo appear-
ances to fire up his supporters. Now, as January 6th approached, the
President again wanted to be there, on the ground, as his supporters
marched on the U.S. Capitol.

The President’s advisors tried to talk him out of it. White House Senior
Advisor Max Miller “shot it down immediately” because of concerns about
the President’s safety.433 Pierson agreed.434 But President Trump was per-
sistent, and he floated the idea of having 10,000 National Guardsmen
deployed to protect him and his supporters from any supposed threats by
leftwing counter-protestors.435 Miller again rejected the President’s idea,
saying that the National Guard was not necessary for the event. Miller testi-
fied that there was no further conversation on the matter.436 After the
meeting, Miller texted Pierson, “Just glad we killed the national guard and
a procession.” 437 That is, President Trump briefly considered having the
National Guard oversee his procession to the U.S. Capitol. The President did
not order the National Guard to protect the U.S. Capitol, or to secure the
joint session proceedings.

Although his advisors tried to talk the President out of personally going,
they understood that his supporters would be marching.438 Pierson’s
agenda for the meeting reflected the President’s plan for protestors to go to
the U.S. Capitol after the rally.439 But President Trump did not give up on
the idea of personally joining his supporters on their march, as discussed
further in Chapter 7.

6.15 “POTUS…LIKES THE CRAZIES.”

As Katrina Pierson helped plan the Ellipse rally, she faced another compli-
cation. The “Stop the Steal” movement played an outsized role in promot-
ing January 6th. And now, as the day approached, its leading voices wanted
prime speaking gigs—perhaps even on the same stage as President Trump.
Roger Stone, Alex Jones and Ali Alexander were all angling for significant
stage time. Pierson knew they were trouble. 

In her testimony before the Select Committee, Pierson cited several
concerns, including that Jones and Alexander had played a prominent role
in the November 2020 protest in Atlanta, Georgia. This was no ordinary
protest. Jones and Alexander “had gone into the Georgia Capitol with some
inflammatory rhetoric,” Pierson explained.440 When Pierson was asked if
Jones and Alexander “surrounding the governor’s mansion” and “going
into the Capitol” were the “kind of thing” that gave her pause, she
responded: “Absolutely.” 441 After the Georgia protest, Pierson explained,
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the Kremers—who had helped organize “Stop the Steal” activities—
distanced themselves from Jones and Alexander.442

But there was an additional problem. President Trump wanted to
include the “Stop the Steal” leaders in the January 6th event. As Pierson put
it in a text message to Kylie Kremer: “POTUS . . . likes the crazies.” 443

Pierson said that she believed this was the case because President Trump
“loved people who viciously defended him in public.” 444 But their “vicious”
defenses of the President clearly troubled Pierson.

Pierson tried to trim the speaker lineup—which still included the “Stop
the Steal” trio of Stone, Jones, and Alexander. She was initially vetoed by
the White House after Deputy Chief of Staff for Communications Dan
Scavino,445 who had approved the “original psycho list.” 446 At one point,
she texted Scavino’s boss, Mark Meadows, saying: “Things have gotten
crazy and I desperately need some direction.” 447 She was concerned by the
possibility of “crazy people” being included in the event, their incendiary
role in Georgia, and the fact that people coming to Washington, DC were
planning to protest at the U.S. Capitol.448

Meadows told Pierson that she should take control of the situation and
remove the possibility of controversial speakers.449 Pierson agreed to do

Photos of Roger Stone, Alex Jones and Ali Alexander appear on a screen during a Select
Committee hearing on July 12, 2022.

Photo by Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images
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so.450 But the President remained an obstacle. During their January 4th
meeting, Pierson tried to convince President Trump to minimize the role of
these potentially explosive figures at the Ellipse. She offered to place them
at a planned event the night before in Freedom Plaza or on other stages in
DC on January 6th. She told the President to “[k]eep the fringe on the
fringe” 451 and advised him to “[e]liminate convicted felons that could
damage other speakers.” 452

President Trump was still unwilling to remove them from the lineup
entirely. The President instructed Pierson to give Stone a speaking slot on
January 5th and asked for more information about Ali Alexander.453 After
discussing the matter with Scavino, President Trump also requested that
Alexander be given a speaking slot. President Trump “brought up Ali [Alex-
ander] . . . just keep him on stage not associated with POTUS or main
event,” Scavino wrote.454

In the end, the “Stop the Steal” leaders—Stone, Jones and Alexander —
did not appear on the stage at the Ellipse on January 6th, although they did
speak at other planned events, consistent with the President’s request
about Alexander. “POTUS expectations are [to have something] intimate
and then send everyone over to the Capitol,” Pierson explained in a text
message to Justin Caporale and Taylor Budowich.455 Caporale redacted
this text and others in his early production of documents to the Select
Committee, and he only revealed them after they had already been pro-
duced by other witnesses.456

However, other incendiary voices—in addition to President Trump’s —
were given time on the Ellipse stage. The Select Committee learned that
President Trump’s aides warned him against the inclusion of figures like
John Eastman457 and Rudolph Giuliani,458 given their false claims about
election fraud.459 Both men, of course, ended up sharing a stage with him
on January 6th.460 Meadows himself directed that they be allowed to
speak.461

6.16 JANUARY 5, 2021: “FORT TRUMP”

While the “Stop the Steal” coalition was not given speaking slots on the
Ellipse stage on January 6th, its leaders had plenty of opportunities to
speak the day before. And they used their platforms to rile up the crowd in
Washington, DC in advance of the joint session.

Ali Alexander spoke at an event sponsored by Moms for America in
front of the U.S. Capitol. Alexander claimed that he was honored to be shar-
ing the same stage with President Trump the following day, even though
behind the scenes his appearance had been nixed.462
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“We must rebel,” Alexander told rallygoers. “I’m not even sure if I’m
going to leave D.C. We might make this ‘Fort Trump,’ right?” Alexander
said, while standing in front of the U.S. Capitol. “We’re going to keep fight-
ing for you, Mr. President.” 463 On his Twitter account, Alexander also
spread the idea that President Trump’s supporters should occupy areas of
Washington, DC, using the phrases and hashtags such as “Fort Trump” and
“#OccupyDC”.464

Alex Jones and Roger Stone spoke at a separate event hosted by Virginia
Women for Trump in front of the Supreme Court.465 The event, named the
“One Nation Under God” prayer rally, was cohosted by the American
Phoenix Project—the Three Percenter-linked group run by Alan Hostetter
and Russel Taylor, discussed above, which is charged with conspiracy to
obstruct an official proceeding.466

Jones repeated his claims about the election being stolen, claiming that
those in attendance stood against a “Satanic world government.” 467 Stone
led a “Stop the Steal” chant, claiming the “evidence of election fraud is not
only growing, it is overwhelming, and it is compelling.” President Trump
“won the majority of the legal votes cast” and President Trump “won this
election,” Stone said. Nothing less than the fate of Western Civilization was
at stake, according to Stone:

Let’s be very clear. This is not fight between Republicans and
Democrats. This is not a fight between liberals and conservatives.
This is a fight for the future the United States of America. It is a
fight for the future of Western Civilization as we know it. It’s a fight
between dark and light. It’s a fight between the godly and the god-
less. It’s a fight between good and evil. And we dare not fail, or we
will step out into one thousand years of darkness.468

Stone claimed that they “renounce violence” and those on “the
left . . . are the violent ones.” But he insisted that “nothing is over until we
say it is,” and “Victory will be ours.” 469

Both Taylor and Hostetter spoke as well. Hostetter told the crowd, “We
are at war.” 470 Taylor promised to “fight” and “bleed,” vowing that
“Patriot[s]” would “not return to our peaceful way of life until this election
is made right.” 471

A long rally was also hosted at Freedom Plaza, an open-air space on
Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, DC. It is a symbolic protest site,
standing in the direct line between the White House and the U.S. Capitol.
Stone, Jones and Alexander all appeared at Freedom Plaza on the evening of
January 5th. Their remarks were incendiary.

Stone repeated his apocalyptic language from earlier in the day, claim-
ing that rallygoers were embroiled in “an epic struggle for the future of this
country between dark and light.” 472 “I want them to know that 1776 is
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always an option,” Ali Alexander said. “These degenerates in the deep state
are going to give us what we want, or we are going to shut this country
down.” 473 When Alex Jones took to the stage, he screamed at the crowd:
“It’s 1776!” 474

Another speaker that evening was Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn (ret.).
“Tomorrow, tomorrow, trust me, the American people that are standing on
the soil that we are standing on tonight, and they’re going to be standing
on this soil tomorrow, this is soil that we have fought over, fought for, and
we will fight for in the future,” Flynn also told the crowd. Flynn addressed
Members of Congress, saying “those of you who are feeling weak tonight,
those of you that don’t have the moral fiber in your body, get some tonight
because tomorrow, we the people are going to be here, and we want you to
know that we will not stand for a lie. We will not stand for a lie.” 475

6.17 “TOGETHER, WE WILL STOP THE STEAL.”

On the evening of January 5th, the President edited the speech he would
deliver the next day at the Ellipse. The President’s speechwriting team had
only started working on his remarks the day before.476 Despite concerns
from the speechwriting team, unfounded claims coming from Giuliani and
others made their way into the draft.477

The initial draft circulated on January 5th emphasized that the crowd
would march to the U.S. Capitol.478 Based on what they had heard from oth-
ers in the White House, the speechwriting team expected President Trump
to use his address to tell people to go to the Capitol.479

That evening, President Trump convened an impromptu gathering in
the Oval Office with members of his staff, primarily his press team480 and
White House Deputy Chief of Staff Dan Scavino, who was in charge of
President Trump’s personal Twitter account.481 Despite the bitter cold, the
President ordered his staff to keep the door to the Rose Garden open so he
could hear the music and cheering from his supporters at Freedom Plaza.482

The music playing at Freedom Plaza was so loud “you could feel it shaking
in the Oval.” 483

As President Trump listened, he was tweeting, at one point telling his
supporters he could hear them from the Oval Office.484 His speechwriters
incorporated those tweets into a second draft of the speech that was circu-
lated later that evening.485 The following appeared in both tweet form486

and was adapted into the speech:

“All of us here today do not want to see our election victory stolen
by emboldened Radical Left Democrats. Our Country has had
enough, they won’t take it anymore! Together, we will STOP THE
STEAL.” 487
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In speaking with staff, he still seemed optimistic that “Congress would
take some sort of action in his favor.” 488 The White House photographer,
who was also in attendance, recalled that President Trump again remarked
that he should go to the Capitol the next day, and even asked about the best
route to get there.489 The President peppered staff for ideas concerning how
“we could make the RINOs do the right thing” and make the next day
“big.” 490 Deputy Press Secretary Sarah Matthews, who was present in the
Oval Office that evening, understood that President Trump wanted to get
Republican Members of Congress to send the electoral votes back to the
States, rather than certify the election.491 Matthews recalled that initially
no one spoke up in response, since they were trying to “process” what he
had said.492

Eventually, Deere suggested that President Trump should focus his
speech on his administration’s accomplishments, rather than on his claim
that the election had been stolen.493 But the President told Deere that while
they had accomplished a lot, the crowd was going to be “fired up” and
“angry” the next day because they believed the election had been stolen
and was rigged.494 President Trump knew the crowd was angry because he
could hear them.495 Of course, President Trump was responsible, more than
any other party, for ginning up their anger.

President Trump ended the evening by asking an aide how many people
were going to be at the rally. The aide responded that he was not sure but

President Trump and members of his staff in the Oval Office on the evening of January 5,
2021.

Photo provided to the Select Committee by the National Archives and Records Administration.
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told President Trump that he saw videos on Twitter of “pro-trump people
chanting on planes heading to DC,” which he asked to be shared with
Scavino.496

“We will not let them silence your voices,” the President told the crowd
from the podium at the Ellipse. “We're not going to let it happen, I'm not
going to let it happen.” 497 His supporters started chanting, “fight for
Trump!” The President thanked them.498

President Trump knew not only that his supporters were angry, but also
that some of them were armed.499 At times, he ad-libbed, deliberately stok-
ing their rage even more. At one point he said: “And we fight. We fight like
hell. And if you don’t fight like hell, you’re not going to have a country any-
more.” 500 The word “fight,” or a variation thereof, appeared only twice in
the prepared text.501 President Trump would go on to utter the word twenty
times during his speech at the Ellipse.502

President Trump had summoned a mob, including armed extremists
and conspiracy theorists, to Washington, DC on the day the joint session of
Congress was to meet. He then told that same mob to march on the U.S.
Capitol and “fight.” They clearly got the message.
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